Coiled Clay Pottery Lesson Plans

I. Intro Project Process

1. Clay to Pottery power point
· Techniques to build with clay

· Building method to attach clay 

2. Student examples power point

· Show so students know where they are going with the project

      3. Process Visual

· Only show relevant part for making the base

II. Practice making coils

     1. Demonstrate how to roll coils 

· Show where materials are – canvas, fettling knife, plastic bags, boards to store work, masking tape and pen (must stay at the table)

· Show where to take clay (new clay) and put dry clay back (used clay)

· Wedge

· Pat into hotdog shape

· Roll with hand.  Not floppy hand, must be strong.  Tip of fingers to base of palm.

· If starts flopping, it is not round.  Tap the tall side to make it the correct shape and go back to rolling it. 

· Stop when it’s about the width of your finger.

2. Students practice rolling coils

· You will not use these, it’s just practice

· If you make a good one, make it into a ball and practice again

· Your clay will start to crack the more you practice.  It just means it’s dry . . . put it in the “used” side of the table.  It’s good to know what it’s like for when you start your real pot.

III. Make base of pot 

· Throw a slab like we did last year for dreamscapes

· Wedge, ball, cube, flatten, throw (roll off hand onto canvas)

· Make sure it’s thick enough because it needs to support the weight of all the coils above.  About ½”.

· Press yogurt container into the clay to make a circle shape.  Do not press all the way in, as clay will stick inside.  You only want the shape as a pattern to cut from.

· Using fettling knife, cut in a round circle.  Move canvas if needed to have a good angle.  Keep knife straight up, not tilted.

IV. Add first coil
· 4 S’s: Score, Slip, Seal, Smooth

· Score all the way around base and on the coil

· Slip: clay with extra water used as glue, only needed on one side

· Seal: Pull clay up to join them and make one piece

· Smooth: rub with your fingers to get cracks and bumps out 
V. Form and Function discussion
· Sort male and female images

· What makes them look male or female? (curves)

· Why do women have curves and men don’t? (having kids)

· Attracted to what is “typical”

· What we buy

· Would you pay more for something that looks good?

From airport terminals decorated like Starbucks to the popularity of hair dye among teenage boys, one thing is clear: we have entered the Age of Aesthetics. Sensory appeals are everywhere, and they are intensifying, radically changing how Americans live and work....Aesthetic pleasure taps deep human instincts and is essential for creativity and growth.
—Virginia Postrel, The Substance of Style: How the Rise of Aesthethic Value is Remaking Commerce, Culture and Consciousness.

· Aesthetic beauty in every day objects

This desire "aesthetic pleasure" has given us "designer" toilet brushes, "designer" kitchen gadgets.  These products flaunt their utter designer-ness.

This is the "text" from Targets new ad:

Design inspires
Design shapes
Design shines
Design creates
Design transforms
Design moves
Design fits
Design protects
Design comforts
Design colors
Design unites

· FUNCTION

· If something looks good, but doesn’t work as well, does it matter? (Stacking boxes)

· If something works well, but doesn’t look good, does it matter? (sippy cups)

· How can we get things to be aesthetically pleasing AND work well? (mop)

· What is more valuable – beautiful objects or meaningful art?

VI. Pueblo Pottery power point to think about form and function

· What did the Pueblos use their pots for?

· What are you going to use your pot for?

· You need to add at least one of the following: feet, handle, lid . . . it should depend on the use of your pot (form and function have to work together)

VII.  Sketch ideas for shape of pot

· Your pots must be at least 10 coils tall.  

· They probably won’t be more than 8-10” although you can make them as large as you’d like.  

· What are you going to use it for?

· The shape can go in or out

· Your pots can not hold water because we can’t glaze them so think of a use that does not involve liquid!

· You must have at least 10 drawings labeled with the function.

· Come get approved by me to start with clay!

VIII. Continue building with coils using the 4S’s

IX. Firing Process power point, how to finish pots

· Carve name and section into the bottom!
· Put on shelf out of the bag to dry . . . leather hard, then bone dry before we can fire them
X. Vocabulary Games

· Match vocab with definition and arrange in the correct order
· Bingo: I read definition and students cover the vocab word
XI. Painting the fired pots

· Can choose how much of the pot you want to paint . . . maybe leave some coils the clay color?
· Areas you paint should not have any holes or clay showing.  Clay is not a smooth surface and you might have to poke at it to fill in the cracks.
· You can layer tempera paint.  If you want to cover the whole pot with one color so you are sure you have no cracks, it might be a good method.  Then you can go over it with the other colors you choose.
· You still need to think about form and function.  What is it’s use?  Where is your pot going to be?  What designs match that?
